


24

Amerliean Jeurnal ef Transpertation

ajot.com

Cold chain builders stress the

importance of innovation

At the 45th Annual Controlled Environment Build-
ing Association (CEBA) Conference & Expo the
message was loud and clear — innovation needs

to keep on coming.

By Ardrew Meadows, AOT

As reliance on the global
cold chain increases, contin-
ually improving construction
design through innovation is
the key to elficiency and sus-
tainability.

That was one of the
main messages at the 45th
Annual Controlled Environ-
ment Building Association
(CEBA) Conference & Expo
where more than 550 attend-
ees spent three days in Las
Vegas earlier this month dis-
cussing best in class [acility
design, cold chain trends and
markel investment.

“Temperature-controlled
facility design and construc-
tion has surged in recent years.
These projects — sophis-
ticated next-gen buildings,
special endeavors, and retro-
fits — are all vital links in the
global cold chain,” said Lind-
say  Shelton-Gross, Senior
Vice President, Global Com-
munications, Marketing, and
Strategic Initiatives for the
Global Cold Chain Alliance
which partnered with CEBA
on the Expo. “Suppliers are
also providing increasingly
innovative products that make
builds more sophisticated,
more energy-resilient, and
more [uture-proofed for their
clients’ long-term needs.”

Lindsay Shelton-Gross, Senior VP,
Global Cold Chain Alliance

Panelists, presenters and
break-out sessions covered
food safety by design, energy
efficiency, and construction
and warehousing. The Trends
& Market Forces in Tempera-
ture-Controlled Facility Con-
struction panel discussion drew
one of the largest crowds. Pan-
elists included Anita Nanda,
SVP, Global Development &
Automation, Americold; Mark
Grimes, Facility and Engi-
neering Development, Gordon
Food Services; John ILong,

key insights from this year’s

programming and discussions.
“A trend that came across
clearly throughout the con-
ference is that customers say
{lexibility is key — investments
in anything that becomes anti-
quated too quickly is problem-
atic. Assessing a technology’s
results against the Return on
Investment early in a project
lifecycle is vital. And with tar-
iffs and material costs starting
Lo rise to the top of RIPs, cus-
tomers are not willing to pay
(INNOVATION — continued
on page 26)

Reel in Reliability

I S R

Sadel Group's Magnavale Easton cold storage project has delivered the UK's most advanced cold chain facility,
with a fully automated high-bay frozen warehouse at -18°C with 101,000 pallet capacity.
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Senior Vice President of Design
& Construction, R Cold; Mike
Llewellyn, SVP of Construc-
tion, RealCold. The Modera-
tor was Scolt Guimond, Vice
President, Fisher Construc-
tion Group.

Customers Look For FLEXBILITY
Shelton-Gross offered some

R D NNV JUDE WIS WA

It's our approach to offering food waste mitigation solutions bundled with

leading-edge technology that makes the difference.

Visit www.seacubecontainers.com to learn more.
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